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ANl-IUAL  REPORT  OF  THL  LlLDlCAL  Qi<VIC£RS  OF  HLALTII  1‘orf  ^^P'i94n 

T'o  the  Chairman  c^xMemhers  of  the  Hiraethog  Rural  DistricT*T?tnaaaGiL*  v 
Gentleman,  \ 

0winf  to  war  circumstances . Vvfe  present  an  abbreviated  report  for 
the  year  I939  - all  the  records  are  being  preserved  for  future’'^, 
complete  reports,  " ^ 
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STATISTICS  & SOCIAL  CORDITTONS*.  /ed 

No  statistics  from  the  Registrar  General  have  as  yet  been  recciv 
but  it  can  be  ,statea  from  a study  of  records  available  that  the 
birth  rate  is  about  equal  to  & the  death  rate  lower  than  the  average' 
for  the  last  five  years.  There  was  no  death  from  infantile  or 
puerperal  causes. 

During  September , 637  persons  were  evacuated  into  the  District 
under  the  Government  scheme  - at  the  end  of  the  year, 48  children  & 

5 teachers  remained.  The  physical  condition  of  the  children  Sc  the 
conduct  & habits  of  most  of  the  women  w’ere  the  subject  of  unfavour- 
able reports.  Should  such  a scheme  be  again  attempted, it  will  be 
difiicult  to  obtain  voluntary  help  & it  v/ill  also  be  imperative  to 
provide  substantial  accomodation  for  the  reception  of  children  in 
need  of  cleansing, disciplining  or  nursing, 

IISALTK  SERVICES: 

There  is  now  available  a Laboratory , organised  by  the  Medical 
Research  Council  for  bacteriological  diagnostic  work. 

Much  time  has  been  given  to  organisation  & training  of  personnel 
for  the  A .R. P. Casualty  Services  & the  volunteers  have  loyally 
responded  to  the  demands  made  upon  them, Unnecessary  difficulties 
have  been  experienced  with  this  work  owing  to  the  inadequacy  and 
uncertainty  of  the  personnel  & services  allowed-  Dr  Meurig  Williams 
has  taken  charge  of  the  arrangements  for  a part  of  the  District  & 
has  rendered  valuable  assistance  v/ith  this  & other  emergency  work. 
SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA:  • ' 


',;ater  Supplies;  During  the  year,  the  Gwythcrin  scheme  was  completed, 
giv  1 hg~ a~ upply  from  upland  springs,  collected  into  a covered  isjsnBygn 
concrete  reservoir  of  26,000  galls  capacity  & serviced  to  the  villag 
in  3"  pipes.  Work  has  been  commenced  on  a scheme  for  the  supply  of 
Llangerniewf  but  the  preparatory  work  in  connection  with  the  much 
needed  regional  scheme  for  the  upper  area  had  to  cease  at _ the  end 
of  the  year.  Seven  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  analysis  and 
protective  works  to  smaHler  public  supplies  were  carried  out, 
Sev/erage  & Drainage;  In  consequence  of  action  token  by  the  Council, 
half 'of  the  village  of  Pentrevoelas  has  been  satisfactorily  drainea 
by  the  Estate  Company, who  also  carried  out  conversions  of  privies 
into  water  closets , Seven  new  drainage  systems  wv.re  put  in  as  the 
result  of  informal  action  by  the  Council- 

Scavenging^ Collection  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out  in  ahnost  all 
of  the  villages  & night  soil  collection  is  made  in  two  villages. 
Schools:  Nothing  unusual  to  reoort, 

housing! 


Negotiations  were  commenced  for  the  acquisition  of  sites  for  the- '■ 
erection  of  52  houses  under  the  193^  Act  - this  first  progremme 
was  to  run  concurrently  with  the  reconditioning  of_20  houses  under 
the  Rural  Workers  Act  but  the  outbrecik  of  war  has  interfered  with 
this  necessary  improvement  of  the  housing  in  the _ District,  Three- 
houses  have  been  completed  unaer  the  latter  Act  in  Iy3^^ 
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and  a/ 

further  six  in  1939*  720  invspections  were  made, 6 informal 

notices  & I statutory  notices  were  issued  --  the  latter  v/as 
complied  v;ith  as  were  all  except  one  of  the  former, 

FOOD  SUPPLIES  s 

Premises  dealing  with  milk, meat  & bread  supplies  v/ere 
found  satisfactory  on  periodical  visits  & II  samples  of 
iTxilk  v^ere  taken  for  analysis. 

INFLCTIOUS  a 0TIE.R  DISLASESt 

The  District  has  been  free  from  any  marked  epidemic, 

687  school  children  received  diptheria.  immunisation  treat- 
m^^nt  with  tv/o  doses  of  A.P.T.  at  I8  schools  & 2 centres  by 
one  of  the  M.O.Hs  and  27  were  treated  by  their  own  Doctors, 
The  tonal  of  represents  over  90%  of  the  sclCooI  children 
in  the  area  & the  satisfactory  percentage  of  consents  was 
largely  due  to  the  valuable  co-operation  of  the  Head  Teachers, 
notifiable  Diseases.  Total  Admitted  to  Total 

Notified  Hospital 

. . .2. . , . . . 

of.O.  .«  e », 

.r.Ic.ceC'E 

. . cO.  . . . , . 


Deaths 

, . ,0.  . X 

: , .0.  „ . 


. ,2. 
. .0, 


0, 


,2 

.1 


10 

.2 


15 


0. 

0. 

20 


35  yrs 


Scarlet  Fever .... 

Diptheria. 

Pne umoni a ( Pr im  & Inf 1 ) 

Opth  Neonatorum. . 

LrysipelaSc ...... 

Measles 

Age  Groups  Underl  Under  9 Over  5 
Scarlet  Fever .... 

Diptheria . 

Opth  Neon. .....  I . 

Dry s ip el as 1 
Measles 

Tuberculosis ; Special  consideration  has  been  given  to  this 
matter  but  uniortunately, it  has  not  been  possible  to  put  into 
operation  the  measures  proposed.  ^ Total 

Nevv  Cases;  Over  5 15 

Resp  :Male 0) ...  I ...  I 

'Female  .........  I ...  2 ...  I 1 .............  5 

NonRe  sp ; Male  ....I .1. 2 

Deaths; 

Resp  ;Male I ......  .1 

Female ,....,.......I..,I..,........I,........3 


In  conclusion, we  wish  to  record  our  appreciedion  of  the 
efiicient  and  v/illing  work  none  by  the  Saniteny  Inspector 
under  the  difiicult  circumstances  of  an  abnormal  year. 


We  beg  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servants, 


September  I9AO,, 


G.Lcvds  Travis. 
If  or  ir.davies. 


